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Cooper Park Community Garden Members’ User Agreement 
(Rules) 

Cooper Park Community Garden (CPCG) is managed by the Committee of Cooper 
Park Community Garden Incorporated (CPCG Organising Committee) to give 
members of the CPCG (Members) the opportunity to grow herbs, vegetables and 
flowers within the garden for personal use.  

The CPCG Organising Committee meets on the first Tuesday of each month to 
approve new memberships and make decisions about garden management and 
activities.  

MANAGEMENT  

CPCG has a licence with Woollahra Municipal Council to occupy the land assigned 
to the community garden and to manage the garden (Licence Agreement).  

Principles of environmental sustainability and community participation guide the 
management of the garden and inform the rules contained in this Cooper Park 
Community Garden Members’ User Agreement (Rules) (CPCG Members’ User 
Agreement)  

COVID-19 SAFETY  

All Members must comply at all times with the Garden’s current Covid 19 Safety Plan 
in place at the time including: 

To keep our garden community as safe as possible, full vaccination is a condition of 
membership for all garden and family members 12 years and over. (Full vaccination 
is defined as including any available booster vaccinations within one month of 
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becoming eligible). Members who may have a longer waiting period to be eligible for 
vaccination may discuss their options with the Committe. 

1. Members must list all participating family members, their vaccination status, and 
their contact details on their Membership application form 

2. Members-only may enter the garden (no visitors may enter) 
3. Members must use QR Code check-in and check-out as required under public 

health orders in place at the time 
4. Practice social distancing and mask wearing in the garden as per NSW Health 

regulations in place at the time 
5. Wash hands and garden equipment before and after working in the garden. 

MEMBERSHIP 

All participants in the Cooper Park Community Garden must first join as a Member 
by: 

1. completing the Membership Application Form  
2. paying the annual fee for individual or family membership  
3. agreeing to be bound by the Cooper Park Community Garden Members’ User 

Agreement (Rules) 
4. confirming that all family members are fully vaccinated  
5. attending an induction. 

Membership entitles an individual or nominated family member to entry into the 
garden and access to garden activities including participation in: 

1. nominated Taskforce groups and/or communal garden beds,  
2. monthly working bees  (each third Sunday of the month from 10am- 12 noon) 
3. educational and social events. 

APPLYING FOR A GARDEN BED 

Members wishing to apply for a garden bed must indicate that they would like an 
individual garden bed on their membership application form.  

GARDEN BED ALLOCATION  

There are 45 garden beds available for individual use.  

If no garden beds are available at the time of applying, the Member’s name will be 
put on a waiting list and the Member will be advised when a garden bed becomes 
available.   
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Members on the waiting list are given priority access to a vacated garden bed. 

When a garden bed becomes available, a member of the Committee will contact 
Members on the Waiting List to determine interest.  

Committee decisions about the allocation of garden beds will generally be based on 
the applicant’s date of membership, date of garden bed application and their stated 
preferences as well as the type of plants the Member applicant wishes to grow and 
the overall needs of the garden as determined by the Committee.  

If there are no Members on the waiting list the Committee may offer a garden bed to 
an existing or new Member.  

Only one garden bed is available to each Member/household. 

FEES  

Fees are determined by the CPCG Organising Committee at the Annual General 
Meeting generally held in September. 

There are two annual fee categories 

1. Membership fee - individual or family membership. All members pay this fee. 
2. Garden Bed fee – additional to the member fee; paid when the Member is 

allocated a garden bed. 

The Garden Bed fee is used for garden supplies, maintenance, social gatherings for 
the Members, administration costs and communication activities (website, social 
media) and other costs as determined collaboratively by the Members and the 
CPCG Organising Committee.  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Annual membership renewal and plot renewal fees are due on 1 January each year. 
Members complete the Membership Renewal form and agree to commit to the 
CPCG Members’ User Agreement (Rules), updated regularly. The current version is 
on the Cooper Park Community Garden website. 

PRIVACY 

Records of Member contact details are kept securely by the Committee Secretary 
and used for administrative and communication purposes only.  
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Individual contact details will not be provided to Members except with the consent of 
the Member whose contact details are sought. 

A list of Member emails is provided to: 

3. CPCG Organising Committee Members for Member contact  
4. the Communications team to send out the quarterly newsletter 
5. Taskforce Team Leaders for contacting Members about group activities. 

Committee Members and Taskforce Leaders will not use contact details of Members 
for any purpose other than those stated above. 

GARDEN MEMBER INDUCTION 

All new Members will be required to participate in an individual Garden Induction. 
This will be provided by a Member of the Committee, prior to the Member 
commencing to garden.  

At induction, new Members are taken through the CPCG Members’ Terms of 
Agreement (Rules), provided with the Gate Code, shown where resources are 
housed and introduced to other Members who may be in the garden at the time. A 
further meeting will be arranged with the Composting Taskforce Leader if the 
Member wishes to contribute to the garden compost bins. 

GATE CODE  

All Members will be provided with a code for the lock to the garden after they 
complete their membership induction or membership renewal.  

Members must not divulge the code to another person who is not a Member. If a 
code is compromised the Member should immediately inform the Secretary of the 
Committee.  

The gate must be locked on departure from the garden and if only one person 
present while in the garden. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS FOR THEIR OWN GARDEN BED 

General maintenance of garden beds.  

Throughout the year, it is the responsibility of each Member to: 
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1. regularly maintain their garden bed and the area around their garden bed, 
keeping it free of pests, weeds, rubbish and any items that may be obstructing 
the pathways;  

2. attend a minimum of 5 working bees each year for general garden maintenance 
(Covid restrictions permitting); and 

3. build good soil condition by regular addition of compost, organic fertiliser and 
mulch.  

During the year, the Committee monitors: 

• utilisation of each garden bed – whether Members attend the garden regularly;  
• garden maintenance and pest and weed control – whether there is an ongoing 

issue with pests and weeds which could potentially spread to neighbouring plots;  
• food harvesting – whether the garden produce is being utilised or left unpicked on 

the plot potentially leading to pest infestation.  
• working bee attendance – whether the Member has attended the required 

number of working bees to assist in managing overall garden maintenance. 

If a garden bed looks as if it has not been tended or maintained, the Committee will 
give the Member notice to regularly maintain their garden bed or relinquish it.  

Working bees and BBQs 

Each third Sunday of the month, garden Members are invited to join in a working bee 
(10am-12 noon) followed by a BBQ and/or guest speaker from 12 noon to 2pm. 

Leave arrangements 

In circumstances such as illness or temporary absence, where a Member is unable 
to maintain a garden bed but wishes to resume gardening at a later date, the CPCG 
Organising Committee may negotiate an arrangement to allow the garden bed to be 
maintained in the Member’s absence for no longer than one month. The Committee 
may approve extended arrangements in extenuating circumstances such as illness. 
This will generally mean that, with the agreement of the CPCG Organising 
Committee, the Member taking leave will nominate another Member to maintain the 
garden bed for the leave period. After the agreed time period has elapsed, if the 
Member is unable to resume gardening, the Committee may decide to offer the 
garden bed to a Member on the waiting list.  

Committee Email Contact: cpcgoc@gmail.com 
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Structures in the Garden 

Temporary structures are permitted in garden beds only for plant support and 
protection. These must be: 

1. easy to dismantle  
2. positioned to ensure the safety of other community gardeners   
3. made from only natural materials such as timber, jute or cotton (no metal or 

plastic).  

When not in use, all structural materials must be stored securely so that they do not 
obstruct pathways.  

Material stored in the shed must be labelled with the Member’s name and Plot 
number. 

Garden bed boundary fences are not permitted for safety reasons. 

Members cannot use the garden to store building or other materials or any plastic 
material or flammable or toxic chemicals.  

Types of plants  

Community Garden beds are for growing herbs, flowers and vegetables. Trees and 
large permanent shrubs are not suitable for garden beds because they may block 
sun to other garden beds. Members who plan to grow large plants must advise the 
Committee before garden beds are allocated. From time to time the CPCG 
committee may proscribe certain plants for pest control or plot management reasons. 

Soil  

Members are responsible for improving the condition of the soil in their garden bed 
after every growing season by adding manure, compost and approved mulch (sugar 
cane mulch is provided by the garden for Members use). When a Member vacates 
their garden bed, they must leave their garden bed in reasonable condition and may 
not remove any organic material from their garden bed. New Members may use the 
fertiliser and mulch provided in the garden or bring their own.  

New Members are advised to dig in several bags of compost, fertiliser and mulch to 
improve spent soil before commencing to plant new crops. 

Compost from the garden compost bins is reserved for use in the Communal garden 
beds. 
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GENERAL CONDUCT IN THE GARDEN  

Members only in the garden  

Only Members may enter the Garden. No visitors are allowed except as arranged by 
the CPCG Organising Committee for a specific purpose e.g. maintenance. 

Each Member has the right to quiet enjoyment of the garden as a community space. 
Communication between Members must be respectful and positive. 

The garden is an alcohol-free zone, except during nominated garden events and 
BBQs.  

Children in the garden  

Family Members who are children, are welcome in the Garden and must be 
supervised at all times by a responsible adult.  

Animals  

Dogs, cats and other pets are not permitted in the Community Gardens. Exceptions 
are Guide Dogs, registered companion animals or official animals of the NSW Police.  

Garden security  

Members must: 

1. check-in and out with the QR code on entry to and exit from the Garden 
2. close the garden gate when they enter and lock the gate when they exit the 

garden if there is no one else in the garden.  
3. lock the shed if it is not in use when they exit the garden 
4. not remove any plants or equipment from another Member’s garden bed without 

the Member’s permission (except in the event that a garden bed is weed or pest 
infested, in which case CPCG Organising Committee Members can remove 
infested plants.  

5. not remove plants and equipment from other areas in the garden without the 
approval of the CPCG Organising Committee  

6. report any damage or incident to the CPCG Organising Committee.  

Sale of Garden Produce not permitted 

The use of garden beds for growing plants commercially is not permitted unless it is 
for fundraising purposes as permitted by the Committee and the Licence agreement.  
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COMMUNICATING WITH THE COMMITTEE  

The Committee is responsible for making decisions and developing garden policy as 
matters arise. If Members have suggestions or concerns about the garden, they may 
email the Committee Secretary at cpcgoc@gmail.com.  

The Committee will address all matters efficiently in accordance with the Cooper 
Park Community Garden Members’ User Agreement (Rules), the CPCG Constitution 
and the Licence Agreement.  

Members must advise the Committee by email to cpcgoc@gmail.com of: 
• any change in their address, email or telephone number 
• if they are no longer eligible to keep their garden bed 
• if they are unable to tend their garden bed for one (1) month or more.  

MAINTENANCE OF COMMON GARDEN BEDS AND PUBLIC AREAS  

All Members are expected to take responsibility for the care, maintenance and 
development of common garden beds and public areas in the garden. The 
Committee encourages ‘active gardening’ and at least one hour per week is required 
as a condition of membership. This includes:  

1. Nominating to become a Member of a Garden Taskforce on your membership 
form 

2. Removing weeds along the border of garden beds and pathways adjacent to 
garden beds  

3. Picking up and disposing of any rubbish around the garden.  
4. Participating in a minimum of five (5) monthly working bees.  

Working bee tasks are shared amongst gardeners with each participant allocated 
tasks commensurate with their stated physical capabilities. The Committee will 
inform Members of the dates of these Working Bees/Clean Up days. Generally, 
these are held on the third Sunday of each month from 10am to 12 noon and 
advertised in the Quarterly newsletter. 

GARDEN TASKFORCES 

As required, the Committee may convene Taskforces to assist with Garden 
Maintenance. Taskforce groups are listed on the Membership form. Team leaders 
are assigned by the Committee to coordinate each Taskforce.  

Each Member must nominate at least one Taskforce in which they will participate 
and will be contacted about Taskforce activities by their Team Leader. 
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Current taskforces are: 

1 Design and Building  

2A Communal beds 11 and 38 

2B Communal beds 27, 28 and pergola 

2C Communal bed 50 and amphitheatre/shed area landscaping 

3 Composting – Only Members of the Composting Taskforce are permitted to add to 
the Garden compost bins 

4 Weed and pest control 

5 Communications    

WASTE MANAGEMENT  

Compost bins are available in the garden for Composting Taskforce Members’ use 
only.  

Members are strongly encouraged to compost at home as a means of reducing 
kitchen waste, e.g. fruit and vegetable scraps, egg shells, etc.  

Composting and worm farming systems help support the production of good 
compost for use in the five communal garden beds.  

Members may contact cpcgoc@gmail.com to join the Composting Taskforce.  

WATER MANAGEMENT  

All Members are required to: 

1. conserve water in the garden,  
2. use hand-held hoses and watering cans only,  
3. adhere to the guidelines for water use set by the NSW Government.  

CONTROL OF GARDEN PESTS  

Members may only use safe, environmentally friendly products such as garlic or 
rhubarb sprays or pyrethrum. No toxic chemicals for pests and weeds are to be used 
in the garden. Members must keep their garden beds free of weeds and pest 
infestations which could cause damage to other garden beds. 
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CPCG Organising Committee Members are permitted to remove pest infested plants 
and weeds from any Member’s garden bed. 

GARDEN TOOLS  

Members may use the tools available in the garden and clean them after each use.  

Garden hoses must remain connected to the tap and contained so that they do not 
lie across pathways causing a potential trip hazard.  

Members must report missing or broken equipment as soon as possible to the 
CPCG Organising Committee by email to cpcgoc@gmail.com.  

  
DETERMINING THE RULES 

The CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules) may be amended or added to 
from time to time by the Committee in accordance with the CPCG Constitution.  

When a change is made to the CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules), all 
members will be notified directly by email or via the newsletter of revised rules. 

The most current version of the CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules) is 
included on the Cooper Park Community Garden website.   

Members must read the CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules) and certify 
their agreement to abide by the Rules on their Membership Application Form. New 
Members will be briefed on the CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules) at 
their garden induction.  

A current copy of the CPCG Members’ Terms of Agreement (Rules) is sent to 
members each time the Annual Membership Renewal is due. 

 


